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Press Release

VINCENT McGOURTY

SHIT FOR BRAINS

19th April until 1 June 2014 

Opening Saturday 19th April 16 – 18 hrs

The gallery is closed Sunday 4 May.
The gallery will be open Sunday 1 June 14 – 17 hrs.


SHIT IS AN UNMISTAKEABLE REMINDER OF OUR DUALITY, OF OUR SOILED NATURE AND OUR WILL TO GLORY. John Berger


The vulgar expression Shit for Brains encompasses the two extremes of the human frame,  the seemingly irreconcilable high and low of existence united as epithet to be used to describe someone occupying the outer limits of stupidity. The opposite poles of 
the human animal’s  existence enfolded in one symbol: the aspirational, embodied in the location of mind, contrasted with the base: the squat of creature necessity.

It’s the scatological  equivalent of the symbol of dolphin and anchor: (the mobile as aspirational counterweighted by the stability of attachment). This equilibrium of countervailing forces isn’t the intention of Shit for Brains, which instead seeks to mock the aspirant crown of cortex and ridicule the ambition to evade entropic inevitability. It swears allegiance to our duality, of our gross, sensual body and our elevation of cognitive control promoted to transcedent agent.

“Composition is the arrangement of two unequal things”, 
Richard Ford (paraphrasing John Ruskin)

For McGourty, the expression acts as metaphor for the body/body split encompassing as it does the crooked and the asymmetrical, the deviant, mongrelised beauty immersed in the animal or creaturely: shit and brains. 

Anglo-Dutch sculptor Vincent McGourty has exhibited at galerie De Witte Voet since 1999. Originally he came to the Netherlands to take up a residency at the European Ceramics Work Centre (EKWC) in 1992, and soon settled here after that. He has travelled to Asia, the USA and Europe to participate in shows, residencies and other professional events. In 2007, he was invited to curate an exhibition of the work of the Galician artist Xavier Toubes at the museum of Modern Art(CGAC) in Santiago de Compostella.

www.galeriedewittevoet.nl 

Amsterdam, 2014

                           











Ly —
Cpeng i ot 1603

e ceins 5 o o e s b,
T T LR
B e e e Sy

o b e o 1 it

o —
e o o

oMt et s oy it
e R——————

DT ————
5 e v et s eyt
ok e ) 1 552k e s o e

ettt s ———————r




