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British/Dutch sculptor Vincent McGourty has exhibited at Galerie de Witte Voet since 1999. Originally, he first came to the Netherlands to take up a residency at the European Ceramic Work Centre in 1992 and soon settled here after that. In that time he has travelled to Asia , the USA and Europe  to participate in shows, residencies and other commitments. In 2007 he was invited by the Museum of Modern Art(CGAC) in Santiago de Compostella  to curate an exhibition of the work of Spanish artist Xavier Toubes.
Agitators join the ranks of Mongrels, No Bodies and Foreign Bodies McGourty has already shown either at or with the gallery at Art Rotterdam(2004) and more recently  Art Amsterdam (2008).  The human figure has always been a major concern of the artist’s work, although the approach has been, at times, an indirect one. In the past, forms suggestive of rocks or ablated organs have taken on the appearance of independent organisms, which seem to have gained the agency of movement and wriggled free of inert confinement. This animal-like figuration continues in the latest works on show at the gallery. The sculptures are grouped together in pairs or shown independently. There is a clear inter-dependence between the propped or lean-to figures. Recognizable features, such as legs and feet, are clearly to be seen; whereas, attributes and appendages may, perhaps, be inferred, such as limbs or muzzles. Markings cover the surface reminiscent of biological structuring signifying both internal chemical code, and, simultaneously, external camouflage. Promiscuous and mute, the figures intermingle precariously. 

Similarly, in the large drawings, charcoal and pencil map-out bodies as a visceral field studded with teeth: skin and bone architecture. Limbs support draperies of knotted intestinal plumbing. Which metaphor of the body can we reach for here? 

McGourty: “Public and private have increasingly become blurred as distinctions. The body is central in this elimination of borders. Surveillance and transparency permeate every aspect and dimension  of transaction and travel.  The philosopher Jean Baudrillard: “At one time the body was a metaphor for the soul, then it became a metaphor for sex. Today it is no longer a metaphor for anything at all.”   Figuratively and literally stripped and denuded; rendered null and void. The prevailing metaphor for the body has become that of suspect. Man’s best friend-  the sniffer dog.”
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